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24 November, 2020 
 
 
The Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP 
Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 
United Kingdom 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
I wish to bring to your attention the recent, callous murders of two teacher trade 
unionists in Colombia. 
 
The Irish National Teachers’ Organisation (INTO) stands shoulder to shoulder with the 
SIMANA and Risaralda teachers unions following the appalling loss of their late 
members, Byron Revelo Insuasty and Douglas Cortés Mosquera, and we express 
solidarity with their colleagues and fellow trade unionists during this difficult time.  
 
Organised labour has been under severe pressure, constant intimidation and targeted 
attacks in Colombia, with 30 teachers murdered in the country in less than two years. 
Justice for Colombia (JFC) inform us that the two latest killings, “took place days after 
the FECODE teachers union took part in nationwide strikes calling for improved funding 
and conditions in the public education system, as well as protection for human rights”. 
 
Byron Revelo Insuasty, a member of the SIMANA teacher union in Nariño, was 
abducted earlier this month before his body was found in a morgue in Tumaco, 
department of Nariño, last Sunday, November 22. On the same day, Douglas Cortés 
Mosquera, a members of the Risaralda Teachers Union (SER), was killed in La Virginia, 
department of Risaralda.  
 
The INTO strongly condemns these barbaric murders and we pay tribute to the values 
these brave men stood for – showing the courage to stand up for their nation’s failing 
public education system in the face of extreme adversity, intimidation, threats and 
violence, which ultimately resulted in these tragic, heinous killings. 
 
JFC indicate that Colombia remains the most dangerous country in the world for trade 
unionists, with teachers among the most targeted sector.  
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We call on your department to please express its condemnation of these murders through 
the appropriate diplomatic channels. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Gerry Murphy 
Northern Secretary 
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