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13 July 2020 

 

Dear Honourable Ambassador Antonio, 

 

As General Secretary of Unite the Union, I am writing on behalf of 1.2 million trade unionists in Britain and 

Ireland to express our serious concern at the murder of yet another Colombian trade unionist, Ovidio Baena of 

the USO oil workers union who was murdered in his home in Bolívar on Saturday 26 June.  

 

Since 2016, Unite has had a formal partnership with USO through the international trade union, Workers 

Uniting. Several Unite members have visited Colombia on delegations of the British-Irish organisation Justice 

for Colombia (JFC), where they have visited the project co-funded by Unite to develop USO’s presence in 

Rubiales, department of Meta. USO members have also attended Unite’s conferences as official guests and the 

unions continue to work closely together on issues of trade union representation and human rights. Members 

of Unite also met with your predecessor, Francisco Barbosa, on a JFC delegation to Colombia in May 2019.  

 

Mr Baena’s murder is another example of the terrible dangers facing trade unionists in Colombia. We note 

that he was killed just days after the International Trade Union Confederation published its Global Rights 

Index 2020 which once again found Colombia one of the world’s most dangerous places for organised labour, 

with 14 Colombian trade unionists murdered between January 2019 and March 2020.  

 

We consider this appalling violence to be a major factor in the fact that the ITUC consistently places 

Colombia among the ten worst countries in the world for overall labour conditions. Improving security for 

trade unionists is therefore critical to improving the lives of millions of ordinary working people.  

 

Additionally, Colombian human rights organisations have documented the murders of more than 100 social 

activists so far in 2020, while more than 200 former guerrillas in the FARC have been murdered since the 

peace agreement was signed. We note that the United Nations has recommended that the National 

Commission for Security Guarantees be convened with more frequency and we support this view.   

 

While Mr Baena was known to be under threat, it appears he did not receive protection as a retired trade 

unionist. While we welcome the protective measures granted by the UNP to threatened trade unionists, we 

strongly urge for these measures to remain in place regardless of an individual’s retirement status. 

Furthermore, we ask that your office engage in regular dialogue with trade unions and social organisations in 

regions affected by human rights violations to develop strategies for ending the violence.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Len McCluskey 

General Secretary, Unite the Union 


