
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18th November 2019 
 
 
Dear Ambassador, 
 
As General Secretary of the POA trade union representing 30,000 prison officers 
in the UK, I am writing to express our trade union’s concern at media reports 
around the Colombian army’s role in the death of Dimar Torres on 22nd April 2019.  
 
The POA has supported Colombia’s peace process and advocated in defence of 
trade union and human rights through our work with the British-Irish 
organisation Justice for Colombia (JFC). We stand alongside all the other major 
trade unions in Britain in our support for peace and human rights in Colombia 
and we presented a motion at the Trades Union Congress 2019 which denounced 
the recent increase in anti-trade union violence.  
 
Several POA officials have visited Colombia recently on JFC delegations, most 
recently in August 2018 and May 2019. On both occasions, delegates met with 
the Government, the FARC, the UN and civil society organisations, among others. 
I myself visited Colombia with JFC in 2012 and plan to return next year. As was 
communicated at the time of the recent delegations, the commitment of the FARC 
to the peace process is clear and it is extremely worrying that so many former 
combatants continue to be killed. The case of Dimar Torres is particularly 
concerning. 
 
We know that five members of the Colombian Army are currently under 
investigation and have seen reports in Colombia media of a coordinated attack 
involving an Army Colonel and other soldiers to deliberately target Mr. Torres. This 
is even more distressing given Mr Torres’ recognised work within the peace process 
to facilitate the transition of FARC members to civil society.  
 
 
 
 
 



Last month, the United Nations said 151 former guerrillas in the reincorporation 
process have been murdered since the peace agreement was signed three years 
ago. Further killings have taken place subsequently. Dimar Torres’ death clearly 
violates the duty of the Colombian Army to provide security to former FARC 
combatants. 
  
We look forward to meeting once again with Government representatives when we 
are in Colombia next year on the next JFC delegation and we hope to hear of steps 
taken to ensure a transparent and thorough investigation into Dimar Torres’ death 
and for increased protection for former FARC combatants. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
STEVE GILLAN 
General Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sent via email to V.Echandia@colombianembassy.co.uk   
 
 
Copied to; embajadorbogota@fco.gov.uk; hasan@justiceforcolombia.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H.E. Ambassador José Antonio Ardila 
Embassy of Colombia 
3 Hans Crescent 
London 
SW1X DLN 
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